
REDUCING ITEMS ON AN
INSPECTION REPORT

Have the chimney, fireplace or wood stove cleaned and 
provide the buyer with a copy of the cleaning report.

Point up any failing mortar 
joints in brick or block.

Trim trees, roots and bushes 
back from the foundation, roof, 
siding and chimney.

Clean out dirty 
gutters or debris 
from the roof.

Remove grade or mulch from 
contact with siding. Six (6) or more 

inches of clearance are preferred.

Replace all wood rot.

Replace damaged or 
missing screens.

Repair or replace exterior 
door weather stripping.

Caulk doors and 
windows at the 
exterior brick/
siding.

Ensure that all doors and windows are 
in proper operating condition, including 
repairing or replacing any cracked 
window panes.

Ensure that all plumbing fixtures (toilet, 
tub shower, and sinks) are in proper 
working condition. Check for and fix leaks. 
Caulk around fixtures, if necessary.

Replace heating and 
air conditioning filters.

Patch holes and cracks in walls 
and ceilings, then repaint.

Replace missing or broken 
switch and outlet cover plates.

Replace burned-out light bulbs. 

Tighten loose doorknobs.

Secure loose hand and stair railings.

Repair leaky faucets.

Replace batteries in smoke 
detectors and/or install smoke 
detectors in each bedroom, hall 
and on each floor level. 

Want to ensure a smooth home inspection for 
your sellers? Here are a few tips that they can do 

to get their home ready for the inspection.
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